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Welcome to the Rite Journey                                 
 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

We are excited to welcome you and your child to The Rite Journey in 2022. 

We recognise that adolescence can be a challenging time for our young people. They must navigate the 

tension between a biblical world view and a complex secular contemporary youth culture; a culture strongly 

influenced by the pervasive online world where positive public role models are hard to find. Our teenagers 

are bombarded with a range of conflicting messages from the media, social-networks and peers about what 

it means to be an adult and how to find their place in the world. 

Young people yearn to prove that they are ready to be adults and find themselves creating their own 

initiations into adulthood. This period of transition from childhood to adulthood can be characterised by a 

sense of ‘lost-ness’ or lack of purpose. 

The Rite Journey program partners with families in helping our students navigate these complexities as they 

journey to becoming the adults God has created them to be. Through class activities, discussions, challenges, 

a mentoring program, and the Year 9 camp, we seek to equip and empower students to be confident, 

purpose-driven and faith-filled young men and women. 

Each stage of the journey is marked by a memorable event to honour your child’s transition into young 

adulthood. The role of parents and other significant role models in this process is fundamental. We invite 

you to be an active part of this journey and look forward to working with you. 

An overview of the topics we will cover is shown on the next page. We encourage you to engage in timely 

conversations with your child throughout the year as they continue to develop their opinions about a range 

of topics. 

The Rite Journey staff are looking forward to 2022 being a rewarding and transformative time for your child. 

 

Yours in Christ, 
 
Simon George     Adrian Simpson 
Christian Living Coordinator   Year 9 Coordinator 
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The Rite Journey Topics 
 

 

 

 

TERM 1 
Who am I?  
 

• Personal stories 
• Positive role models 
• Dealing with change 
• Body image 

 

TERM 2 
How do I get on with others? 
 

• Friendships 
• Managing emotions 
• Social networking 
• Opposite sex relationships 

 

TERM 3 
How do I get on with myself? 

 
• Personal values and beliefs  
• Stillness 
• Prayer 
• Reflection 

 

TERM 4 
What is my purpose? 

 

• Taking risks 
• Dealing with challenges 
• Seeking purpose 
• Making a difference 
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The Rite Journey 2022 Key Events 
 

 

 

 
TERM 1 

The Calling and Departure Dawn Ceremony 
For parents/guardians and Year 9 students 
Compulsory for Year 9 students 
 
Date 
Time 
Location 
Attending 

 
Week 5, Friday 4th March 
Arrive 6.30am for a 6.45am start 
The Glenelg Jetty 
Parents/guardians and Year 9 students 

TERM 3 
Parent Teacher Interviews & 
Year 9 Camp Parent Information Night 
For parents/guardians 
 
Date 
Time 
Location 
Attending 

 
Week 2, Tuesday 2nd August 
To be confirmed 
Temple Christian College Mile End Campus 
Parents/guardians (optional for siblings and Year 9 students) 

 

TERM 3 
Year 9 Camp  
Compulsory for Year 9 students 
 
Date 
Time 
Location 
Attending 

 
Week 10, Monday 26th to Friday 30th September 
To be confirmed 
To be confirmed 
Year 9 students 

 

TERM 4 
The Homecoming Ceremony & Exhibit 
For parents/guardians, mentors and Year 9 students 
Compulsory for Year 9 students 
Date 
Time 
Location 
Attending 

Week 5, Monday Evening 21st November 
To be confirmed 
Temple Christian College Mile End Campus 
Parents/guardians, mentors, and Year 9 students 
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The Calling and Departure Dawn Ceremony 
 

 

Caregiver Gratitude Letter 

Please bring your letter to The Calling & Departure Ceremony 

The Rite Journey Calling and Departure Dawn Ceremony is a significant event in your child’s year as it 

signifies the beginning of their journey from childhood to adulthood. It is a time for them to express 

their appreciation of you and your importance in their life. It also provides an opportunity for you as parents 

and caregivers to reflect on and celebrate the blessing your child has been to you and your family.  

You are invited to participate in this reflection process by way of writing a letter to your child expressing 

your gratitude to them. The letter is an opportunity for you to share your favourite childhood memories of 

your child and what you appreciate about them. Please bring this letter with you to The Calling and 

Departure Ceremony as you will have an opportunity to personally present it to your child at the ceremony.  

The success of this ceremony for our students relies on the involvement and support of parents and 

caregivers. The letter presentation is a central part of this ceremony. Please see below for some ideas to get 

you started on your letter. 

Caregiver Gratitude Letter Sentence Starters 

• My favourite childhood memory of you is... 

• I really enjoyed it when... 

• Thank you for all the times you... 

• I really like it when you... 

• Something that I like/appreciate about you... 

• Something I’d like you to know is... 

• I just wanted to tell you... 

• I really appreciate it when you.... 

• I would really like to .............. more often with you. 
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The Rite Journey Student Challenges 
 

 

Conquering the Seven C’s 
 

• Courage 

• Collaboration 

• Consideration 

• Compassion 

• Commitment 

• Connection 

• Camp 

The Rite Journey seeks to empower your child to be a courageous and servant-hearted adult who displays 

the traits of courage, collaboration, consideration, compassion, commitment and connection. The challenge 

component of The Rite Journey seeks to develop these characteristics. 

Your child will be responsible for completing their own challenges. For the free choice challenges, they will 

need to select a challenge from the list of options in their passport and gain approval from their Rite Journey 

teacher prior to commencing the challenge. 

Your child will write a brief reflection in their passport after each challenge and show their teacher evidence 

of their challenge completion before collecting a passport stamp. Your child will also earn a stamp on their 

Rite Journey wristband for each ‘C’ they conquer. This wristband is allowed to be worn to school for the 

duration of Year 9. 

Students must complete all the challenges and actively participate in The Rite Journey 

events in order to attain The Rite Journey Challenge Badge which will be awarded at 

The Homecoming Ceremony. 
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Conquering the Seven C’s 
 

The Rite Journey Challenges 

� Courage – Share your life story 

� Collaboration – Stave challenge 

� Collaboration – Free Choice 

� Consideration – Gratitude letter for parents/guardians 

� Consideration – Free Choice 

� Compassion - $10 fundraising challenge 

� Commitment – Learn a new skill 

� Commitment – Free Choice 

� Connection – Mentor project & poster 

� Camp – Complete a range of challenges on camp 

 

The Rite Journey Student Events 

� The Rite Journey Introduction Day 

� The Calling & Departure Dawn Ceremony 

� Botanic Gardens Excursion 

� Westcare Visit 

� Morialta Day Hike 

� Practice Camp Cooking Session 

� Year 9 Camp 

� Summit to Sea Hike 

� The Homecoming Ceremony 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The Rite Journey Student Challenges 



  

Year 9 – The Rite Journey – 2022 Parent Handbook 

 

 

 

Why the Mentor Program? 

 

You may be familiar with the saying, ‘it takes a village to raise a child.’ At Temple Christian College we 

recognise the importance of children and adolescents being surrounded by well-meaning adults who create 

a community or ‘village’ of guidance. When one adult relationship in a teenager’s life is under stress, it is 

vital that other adult relationships take the strain, rather than allowing the peer relationships to take on the 

guiding roles - something young people are not well equipped to do. There is also a healthy body of research 

which suggests that the more adult figures adolescents are healthily connected to, the less risk factors they 

will expose themselves to and hence the safer they are. 

As teachers we are passionate about the development of children into responsible, respectful and resilient 

young adults. By connecting with adults who demonstrate these characteristics our young people are able to 

develop their understanding of what a good man or woman might look like and how they might behave. 

The Mentor Program seeks to extend your child’s existing support network by connecting your child with a 

supportive and trusted adult outside of their school and family environments. We ask parents to guide their 

child in this selection process. It is our desire for the mentor-mentee relationships formed this year to 

provide support, guidance and inspiration for our students and encouragement for their mentors this year 

and in the years to follow. 
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What is involved? 

 

The Rite Journey Mentor Project  

Your child will undertake a project called The Rite Journey Mentor Project, under their mentor’s guidance. 

The project is a free choice project decided upon by your child and their mentor. They may choose to build 

something, or create something artistic or musical, or even teach/learn a new skill or refine a current skill 

together. Some specific examples include: learning new cooking skills or experimenting with new recipes, 

learning how to service a bike, creating a knitted blanket, or composing a song together. The possibilities are 

endless! This project will be displayed in an exhibit at The Homecoming Ceremony at the end of the year. 

With the support of their mentor, each student will also create a poster which will be displayed alongside 

their project in the exhibit. You will find the exhibit poster task sheet in this handbook. 

 

The Homecoming Ceremony & Exhibit 

We invite you and your child’s mentor to The Homecoming Ceremony to celebrate your child’s journey over 

the year. The evening is a special time for us to celebrate the achievements and personal growth of our Year 

9 students and to also express appreciation for the support of your child’s mentor. The mentor project 

exhibit is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the mentor-mentee relationships that have developed over 

the year. More details to follow. 
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How do you choose a mentor? 

The ROLE of the mentor is to: 

� Develop a trusting relationship 

� Support parental values 

� Help in developing social skills 

� Share in celebrating milestones 

� Listen to dreams, ideas and concerns 

� Promote the discovery of undeveloped potential 

 

The REQUIREMENTS for the mentor are: 

� Is the same gender as your child 

� Is at least 25 years of age 

� Is not an immediate family member (i.e. parent, grandparent or sibling) 

� Is able to meet with your child for a total of at least 18 hours over the year (ideally regular 

contact of a couple of hours a month). 

� Is willing to help your child complete The Rite Journey Mentor Project and Poster 

� Is willing to be contacted by parents and teachers if required 

� Is able to sign your child’s log book after each meeting as a formal record of the time spent 

together 

� Is willing to attend The Homecoming Ceremony in Term 4 
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Mentor consent form required by 

 
Week 2 Term 1 of 2022  

We encourage you and your child to use the summer school holidays to organise your child’s mentor so they 

can begin meeting with their mentor at the beginning of Term 1 next year.  

Please deliver the enclosed mentor letter to your child’s prospective mentor. This letter contains information 

about The Rite Journey Mentor Program including the responsibilities of the mentor. 

Once your child’s mentor has been confirmed, please complete the enclosed consent form for your child to 

return to their Rite Journey teacher by the above date. Once this form has been submitted, The Rite Journey 

teacher will confirm your child is ready to begin meeting with their mentor. 

For new students entering the program during the year, this form is required as soon as 
possible. 
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Mentor Project Exhibit Student Task Sheet 

 

Information 

The Homecoming Ceremony is a time to celebrate the talents and skills learnt through the mentor program 

and to show appreciation for the time spent together and the connections formed. It is an evening for 

mentors, families and students. Together with their mentor, each student will create an exhibit which 

displays The Rite Journey project they have completed with their mentor during the year as well as a poster 

which provides a reflection on the mentoring process.  

 

Time frame 

� Term 1 – Term 3: Work on The Rite Journey project with mentor & log hours after each visit 

� Term 4: Create display for exhibit, using photo’s taken throughout the mentoring process 

 

Exhibit Requirements 

Your child’s Rite Journey Mentor Project Exhibit for The Homecoming Ceremony must include the following: 

� Final project displayed 

� Photos showing the various stages of the mentor project 
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