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village of Takeo and finally up to Siem Reap.

mindset that “God is their provider” and it all

In the process we spend time with many

became very real to hear their stories.

While we have been sending teams to

different organisations: Cambodia Care

Cambodia for many years now, it is an

Centre, Andong Village, Sunshine Cambodia,

absolute delight to return each year to visit

People’s Improvement Organisation, Destiny

The people in Cambodia are so happy with

projects that we have developed a significant

Rescue, AusCam Freedom Project, A Heart

the little that they have and they are so loving.

on-going relationship with. The schools and

for Wisdom School, Harvest House, People

The best part was how much love they have

Briana Grosvenor

organisations we connect with are working

for Care and Learning and Reaksa Himm. We to spare. The kids were so happy to see us
with children who are growing up in extremely were able to donate financially to each of
and so affectionate which made the
poor communities, or have been victims of

these organisations due to the fundraising

experience so much more rewarding. Seeing

exploitation. In visiting each year we get to

efforts of our team and the wider Temple

the smiles that we could put on people and

see the exciting development that is taking
place, and are continually inspired by the

community. It was also wonderful to be able to the ones that were already there was
definitely a highlight.
deliver much needed medical supplies,

people who are working incredibly hard to

technology and teaching resources to a

support individuals, families and communities

number of the schools. We certainly hope to

affected by poverty and injustice. We also

continue to deepen the relationships that we

have the privilege of spending time with

have into the future, and we look forward to

Cambodian young people who experience joy taking many more students to these very
in spite of their circumstance, who have a
special places for many years to come.
thirst for education and who end up being a
real blessing to us.
This year’s team was the biggest we have
ever sent to Cambodia, consisting of 24
students and 6 adults. From the moment we
arrived in Phnom Penh the team fully
embraced the experience – running activities,
connecting with kids, experimenting with food
and engaging with Cambodia’s history and
culture. They adopted a posture of learning,
brought life and love into every context we
entered and were noticeably moved by the
people they met and the things they
experienced. We saw God at work, and his
Kingdom breaking out in places where
violence, corruption and injustice have held
sway for many years. As we reflected on our

Our 2018 team have come home with many

shaping their understanding of God, their
understanding of themselves and what it
means to be part of God’s redemptive mission
in the world.
Our trip took us to Phnom Penh, the rural

Travelling to Cambodia was an extremely
enjoyable but eye opening experience, for me
and many others. Going overseas for the first
time, it was equal parts exciting and
nerve wracking travelling into a completely
different and much more under privileged

stories, some of which are difficult to articulate place, but grew on me immediately and more
for family and friends who haven’t
so as we explored the countries beautiful
experienced it first-hand. Here’s a small

culture and community. I saw things that

sample of their reflections on the trip:

moved and upset me, but also countless

My experiences in Cambodia were amazing,

times that seeing Gods work in the places we

and they taught me a lot. I was able to interact visited brought us all joy. Every person we
met and place we visited was a blessing to
with different people from different
backgrounds and learn more about their lives. experience, and am awfully grateful that I
could be a part of a trip that made so many
I really enjoyed the contrast that Cambodia
has from Australia, and coming back has

memories and motivated us to change our

been a little bit of a shock. I think that my

perspectives and do more meaningful work.

experiences in Cambodia have allowed me to Lachlan Kaak
see the world differently and has changed my
heart and caused me to strengthen my
relationship with God.

experiences at the end of our trip, it was clear Chelsea Ryan
that it had been transformative, significantly

Gabe Oakey-Barry

It was all incredible and inspiring to be
surrounded by families, teachers and children
who are able to find full, lasting joy in God and
who have their hearts set on bringing him
glory without the help of worldly things.
Everyone we met in Cambodia has the

