
 

 

 

Middle School News 
TERM 1, FRIDAY 10 MARCH 2023 

Dear School Family, 

At our first middle school assembly I shared about the blessing of 
spending a lot of time with my father over the Summer holiday break. 
 
He has a background of working on the land and hence, like all farm-
ers, has developed many skills through the constant challenges of 
needing to get things working. Dad has been invaluable in helping me 
set up fencing and some irrigation at the small house with a little bit of 
land that we have moved to. He loves working with pumps, pipes and 
sprinklers, and I have needed his expertise. 

Sprinklers can take a while to get working 

More than his engineering proficiency, though, he has developed a 
mindset and character that I can learn a lot from. 
 
Dad doesn’t wait for life to happen, and he doesn’t allow discourage-
ment to stop him from working at the problem when, inevitably, things 
don’t work the first time. 
 
With irrigation, there are always leaks to repair, sprinklers to unblock, 
pumps to prime, fittings to tighten, and anomalies … why is that not 
working? … to solve. 

I spoke to the students about how he impresses me with his inten-
tionality: he approaches life with a sense of purposefulness, re-
solve and “not-giving-up” that honours the gift that it is. 
 
As a contrast, I mentioned the “sluggard” of Proverbs 21:5. We 
sometimes dismiss him merely as a lazy person. The weakness in 
character, however, could be more subtle, starting with a passivity 
and inability to trust that leads to worry and inertia. 
 
The person who lives intentionally has the humility to recognise 
that they have plenty to work on, balanced by the hope that they 
can and will make progress in those areas. They have the maturity 
to recognise that it is primarily their God-given responsibility to 
make it work, though others will be there to help and God Himself 
is their Provider. They also have the resolve to turn thought into 
action. Intentional people brace themselves for the fact that there 
will be obstacles and challenges, and they persevere when that 
happens. 
 
Intentionality, as Paul recognised, is epitomised by prayer. He 
exhorted us to not be crippled by worry but to bring to God, out of 
the baseline of our humility and thankfulness to Him, our petitions 
for living the life we live for His glory [Philippians 4:6-7]. Our con-
stant dialogue with our Creator keeps our whole self: heart, soul 
and mind, attuned to a life best-lived. 
 
Our intention is for this to be a focus for character development, 
for all of us, this year. 

Our Year 9s, donning all the protective gear essential for the start of a challenging and exciting year 

Welcome 

It is great to engage with the opportunities of a new middle school 
year. As a team, we are excited about what God can do in the 
lives of all within our community, and it is a blessing to work with 
staff who have an authentic faith and a passion for education. 



 

 

We have enjoyed a fantastic first half of the term. As recently as  
Wednesday this week, the responsiveness, investment, team spirit 
and prowess of our all-in athletics squad was on display at the Temple 
Athletics Carnival.  

This was the most recent of a number of activities, many taking ad-
vantage of our excellent student-teacher ratio, opportunities for verti-
cal group experiences inside and outside the classroom, and chal-
lenges that bring out the best in terms of maturity and leadership for 
all students, especially our Year 9s. 

 

 

Rite Journey—Tree Climb 

Our Year 9s have begun their Rite Journey in earnest. 
 

It is a program that encourages a focus on what it means to transi-
tion to a more mature mindset: to be thankful for, respectful of and 
open to learning from the adults in our lives, and to push through 
aspects of challenge. 

House points were awarded for speed and accuracy in what was an 
excellent activity overseen by Mr Western. 
 

There was a great lunch followed by an afternoon of various activities, 
including a trade-mark improvised game from the sporting mind of Mr 
Cure, who adapted quickly to the oversight of forgetting the cricket 
bats. 
 

We enjoyed the surroundings, including the wildlife that featured 
sleepily inert koalas and aggressive chip-seeking kookaburras, but 
the highlight was the great connection achieved. 
 
Miss Keay 

SOY Excursion 

Our middle school year began with a start-of-year excursion to Belair 
National Park. This was intentionally a relationship-establishing and 
team-building day where the students were equipped with a map and 
compass and sent off in small groups to participate in some orienteer-
ing. 

The tree climb at the new course at Kuitpo Forest was the first of 
these challenges in the first week of term. 
 

Of the experience, Alex reported that “the two highlights for me 
would definitely be the ziplines and having the thrill of being 20 feet 
high with only a harness preventing you from falling.”  

We are looking forward to further developing our Extension program, 
which we will be sharing about in successive editions of Middle School 
News, starting with this one. 

The focus on intentionality alluded to previously will be something we 
take into all aspects of school life. It is a challenge both for ourselves 
and for our students. 

Blessings, 

Phil Paterson  

Assistant Principal, Temple Marion Middle School 



 

 

 

Justine said, “I enjoyed the ziplines the most…” but confessed 
“they were also the scariest thing to do because it feels like you 
are just going to jump off a cliff. I really liked doing it and would 
love to do it again.”   

For many students, there is much about the act of conquering a 
physical challenge like this that helps develop the attitude to face 
things they would otherwise be disinclined to do.  

The first challenge involved designing and building an aqueduct 
using a limited store of materials. 

The task necessitated creating a design in response to required 
dimensional and performance requirements, drawing sketch-ups of 
the design, writing answers to questions about the process, and 
constructing the aqueduct itself. 

Extension Ac vi es (Da Vinci) 

In our last lessons on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, our 
middle school students are engaging in activities that extend them 
in sessions that we are calling Performance, Da Vinci and Active. 

The Da Vinci Extension, which occurs on Wednesdays, has in-
volved students working together in sub-groups drawn from the 
four houses (North, East, South and West) to complete a chal-
lenge that involves using various academic disciplines. 

Students are assessed for a variety of aspects related to the par-
ticular challenge, and a key component is always the ability to 
contribute to and work with the rest of the team. Obviously this is a 
key skill for our social and working futures. 

There were many design criteria, but the most dramatic stage of 
testing each design was the “how much weight can it support?” trial, 
even though it was a small part of the overall assessment. 

There was great tension as Mr Western and Mr Cure added each 
increment of mass to test the limits of each design. 



 

 

ADELAIDE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 

Temple Christian College - Mile End Campus 7-12+.  Paralowie Campus, 7-12+. Marion Middle School 7-9 

Sunrise Christian School - Fullarton R-6. Morphett Vale R-6. Paradise R-6 Naracoorte R-10. Marion R-6. 

 
TEMPLE  CHRISTIAN COLLEGE - Marion Middle School  I   286  Sturt  Road, Marion  I  Ph: (08) 8465 6004   

Email: info.marion@sunrise.sa.edu.au   I  www.tcc.sa.com.au 

Visit us at our Marion Middle School Website   

SEQTA Engage is part of our school manage-
ment software that enables parents to access 
much of the relevant information, such as home-
work and due dates, for their MS children. 

Parents new to the middle school this year, or 
who have misplaced access details, are wel-
come to contact me for assistance. 

Phil Paterson 
phil.paterson@tcc.sa.edu.au 

Important Dates 
 
 
 

Wednesday, March 15 
    1st day of NAPLAN 
    Y7 & 9 Writing + Reading 
 
Thursday, March 16 
     Y9 GRIP Leadership 
 
Monday, March 20 
     NAPLAN Y7 & 9 Language    
     Conventions + Numeracy 
 
Wednesday, March 29 
     Temple Marion Cross Country  
     Day 
                                                                              
Thursday, March 30 
    Sunrise/Temple Marion Open  
    Evening 
 
Tuesday, April 11 
    SACSA Athletics 
    SA Athletics Stadium 
 
Tuesday, April 11 
    TCC Marion Parent Teacher 
     Meetings 
 
Thursday, April 13      
    MS Outdoor Classroom  
    Excursion—Hallett Cove 

There were prizes for the students who worked 
most consistently as a group in the sessions, 
and also for the eventual winners, who won a 
clear points victory. 

Breakfast—The Most Important 

Meal of the Day 

In Week 5, the Grade 7 students had the oppor-
tunity to cook the breakfast that they had de-
signed during previous lessons.  Each group had 
to ensure that they included some protein, dairy, 
fibre and fruit/vegetables, so that it would provide 
the best possible start to the day.  We certainly 
have some budding cooks in our midst and the 
students thoroughly enjoyed the eating compo-
nent of the whole exercise.  

This lesson was incredibly fun and enjoyable as 
we were able to write up our own recipe and 
enjoy the process of making and eating our crea-
tions. This is a really good task as it can really 
benefit me in the future. It is also a good team-
building activity, working alongside a partner 
while you face the struggles of making food and 
juggling the potential differences and tastes of 
you and your partner. I hope we can do some-
thing like this again in the future. I look forward 
for more lessons to come. 

Jermaine’s reflection is below. 


