
 

 

 

Middle School News 
TERM 3, MONDAY 1 AUGUST 2022 

Dear School Family, 

Mathematicians, even just those of us exposed only to its secondary 
form, would probably recognise the sign above as the therefore sign.  
 
It is much used in mathematics when we want to be clear about the 
logical sequence of our “proof” without expending too much effort writ-
ing long words. Symbols are enough for mathematicians. 

In our assembly times in Term 2 this year, we examined that 
great, pivotal “therefore” that appears in Romans 12, as Paul 
exhorts his readers to live their lives “in view of God’s mercy.” 
 
We live with a humble knowledge of our status before the God 
who created and redeemed us, and with an awareness of the 
cost: that awesome combination of grace and mercy that deliv-
ered us. 
 
Paul goes on quite specifically to describe what a mind and life 
renewed to be in step with God looks like, and urges us to avoid 
being pressed into the mould of the world around us. 
 
There are a great many challenges and applications for us as 
teachers and as parents in authentically living this “do not be 
conformed … but be transformed” lifestyle, even before we dare 
to speak to our children about living in this way. 
 
So many clauses from Romans 12 should ring in our hearts. 
 
“Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather 
think of yourself with sober judgement” reminds me of the foun-
dational humility that should inform who I am as an apprentice 
of Christ 
 
“We, though many, form one body, and each member belongs 
to all the others” reinforces the perspective that I honour God by 
relating in community, not shrinking within myself.  

 

 
 
Therefore I urge you, brothers and sisters, in 
view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as  
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God. 
This is your spiritual act of worship. 

Romans 12:1 



 

 

“Love must be sincere” alerts me to the emptiness of the word “love” 
if there is no authentic action that reinforces it. 

“Hate what is evil, cling to what is good” makes the importance of 
using discernment to make good daily choices starkly clear. Every 
day I am becoming, via these cumulative choices, the person I will 
be for eternity. 

“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with every-
one” charges me with my responsibility for my interactions with other 
people, while not saddling me with guilt if that good intent and prac-
tice is not reciprocated. 

“Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” challeng-
es me to make a difference in the world by living a powerful Christian 
life. 

Part of our responsibility as educators at Temple is to both teach and 
model this way of living. All that we say and do as God’s people is a 
chance to demonstrate the good fruit of transformed lives. 

Of particular focus this term will be how we communicate to each 
other within this community.  

Blessings, 

Phil Paterson  

Assistant Principal, Temple Marion Middle School 

Middle School Camp 

 

 

We were able to engage with a variety great activities, including 
orienteering, survival skills, mountain bike riding, climbing, a high 
ropes course, problem-solving games and bushwalking. 

In Week 7 of last term, the middle school enjoyed a great camp on 
the Fleurieu Peninsular, experiencing 4 days of activities in and 
around our “base” at Douglas Scrub. 

For many, the physical challenges were eagerly embraced and en-
joyed. Many of the most memorable experiences, however, were for 
those who conquered fears, such as heights, in order to participate, 
or who learned a skill, such as bike riding, for the first time. 

Even the simple joys and challenges of getting a fire going in cold, 
wet conditions brought a sense of community and accomplishment. 



 

 

The rewards are a simple pleasure, too. 
  
Perhaps above all, the camp was a great opportunity for bonds to 
be strengthened in our student community. Within the context of 
our 7—9 cohort, there was great value in seeing students across 
these age groups relating in a way that grade-specific camps 
obviously preclude. 

Creating Shelters 

(Survival Skills) 

Claire showcased some of her book illustrations and explained the 
process of creating illustrations from sketches to watercolour, and the 
collaboration with publishers who scan her illustrations for the picture 
books. Students learnt how to paint a watercolour beach scene with 
Claire, using various watercolour techniques and brush strokes.  

We are looking forward to giving our middle school students a great 
camp experience each year, taking them to a different locale within 
South Australia, with different sights and experiences at each, for all 
3 of their middle school years.   

Phil Paterson 

TCC Marion Middle School Ar sts 

SALA Exhibi on 

Many of our Middle School students have been busy creating art piec-
es that will be displayed in an art exhibition for the South Australian 
Living Arts (SALA) Festival, in August. To add to their repertoire of 
artistic skills, our students had the privilege of participating in a Water-
colour Painting Workshop with South Australian Children’s Book Illus-
trator, Claire Richards, who visited our school last term.  

Miss Keay’s “Minute to Win It”  
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Temple Christian College - Mile End Campus 7-12+.  Paralowie Campus, 7-12+. Marion Middle School 7-9 

Sunrise Christian School - Fullarton R-7. Morphett Vale R-6. Paradise R-6 Naracoorte R-7. Marion R-6. 

 
TEMPLE  CHRISTIAN COLLEGE - Marion Middle School  I   286  Sturt  Road, Marion  I  Ph: (08) 8465 6004   

Email: info.marion@sunrise.sa.edu.au   I  www.tcc.sa.com.au 

Visit us at our Marion Middle School Website   

This is a reminder that information about how to 
initiate access to SEQTA Engage was sent out 
to parents in Term 1, but if you have missed that, 
please get in contact with me. 

Phil Paterson 
phil.paterson@tcc.sa.edu.au 

Important Dates 
 
 
 

 

Tuesday, August 2—Wednesday, 
August 3 
     SACSA Basketball 
 

Friday, August 5 
    Y9 Drama Excursion 
 

Tuesday, August 9 
    Photo Day  
    Parent—Teacher Meetings 
 
Thursday, August 11 
     MS Arts Evening, including 
     Drama Performance 
 
Thursday, August 18 
    Sunrise/Temple Marion Open  
    Evening 
 
Monday, August 22 
    Year 7 Outdoor Survival  
    Cooking (English) 
 
Monday, September 5—Thursday, 
September 8 
    Spiritual Life Week 
 
Friday, September 9 
    Student Non-Attendance Day 
 

You will be able to view the artwork at our Tem-
ple Christian College Marion Arts Evening on 
Thursday, 11th August from 6pm to 7pm at the 
Marion Cultural Centre. There will be a watercol-
our demonstration by Claire Richards until 
6:45pm. The evening will be a celebration of 
artwork which showcases the God-given talents 
by our Grade 6-9 students. 

Mrs Marissa Ziatas 

A Noble Challenge 

The Year 8s, as part of their studies in HASS, 
have been enjoying some of the richness of me-
dieval history, taking on the role of a Norman 
lord during a tumultuous time in English history 
known as “The Anarchy”. 

It has demanded some creativity, role immersion 
and interactivity from them. 

There will be a great opportunity to ask the Year 
8s about what it involves at our Open Evening in 
just a few weeks’ time 

Phil Paterson 

Parent—Teacher Mee ngs 

Parents will receive details about exam results 
this week and will have the opportunity (it is wel-
come, but not compulsory) to book in for Par-
ent—Teacher Meetings, which will be held in the 
library on Tuesday, August 9. 


