
 

 

 

Middle School News 
TERM 2, FRIDAY 6 MAY 2022 

Dear School Family, 

We welcome you to the beginning of another term of education and 
excitement as we continue to enjoy what God gives and teaches us in 
our school community. 
 
Our first term concluded with an assembly that highlighted the centrali-
ty of the Easter story. The focus was on the narrative from Matthew’s 
gospel of the events in the 24 hours leading up to and including the 
crucifixion. For Christ, it was a series of trials and mistreatments that 
led to his sentencing and execution, but I talked to the students about 
how, in so many ways, it was the other players in this dramatic story 
from history who were on trial. 
 
From his disciples we see outright betrayal, an inability to endure with 
and support him in his hour of need, cowardice, and false bravado. 
From those who purport to judge him, we see the willingness to cyni-
cally and hypocritically engineer injustice, the inability to acknowledge 
the truth when it is staring them in the face, and the lack of moral cour-
age to make the right, rather than the expedient, decision. 
 
The part of the narrative that we concluded with in our assembly was 
the profession of the centurion who, on witnessing the events that 
accompanied Christ’s death, said, “Surely he was the Son of God”. His 
words reminds us that, as we take in the life and work of Christ Jesus, 
we are all on trial, and the question asked of us is, “Who do you say 
that Jesus is?” How we answer that, in word and deed, is fundamental 
to how we navigate life. 
 
It links into the wider challenge of the connection between the histori- 

Redemption is a radical word. What Christ makes possible goes 
well beyond improvement or augmentation. We have a need to 
be redeemed. 
 
Blessings, 

Phil Paterson  

Assistant Principal, Temple Marion Middle School 

cal realities that we acknowledge about ourselves, the redemp-
tive action of our God for our sake, and the response we are 
compelled to make with our lives. 
 
All this we see in Romans, a study we keep coming back to in 
assembly this year. The true answers to the great philosophical 
ponderings of millennia around how we should live start with an 
acknowledgement of our created but fallen reality, and of our 
need for God’s agency in restoring us. 

Student Leadership Team Fundraiser 

 
 
The Student Leadership Team met together during one lunch 
time per week last term. After much discussion, they came to 
the consensus that they should hold a fundraiser for Mari-
onLIFE.  



 

 

MarionLIFE Community Services is a local not-for-profit community 
organisation that strives to provide meaningful, flexible and respon-
sive care, support and pathways to individuals and families in need. 
 
The Student Leadership Team is a group of proactive students seek-
ing to learn and grow in their own character, look for ways to serve 
and develop community, and influence those all around them in posi-
tive and Godly ways. The team is made up of 9 students led by our 
middle school captains,  Maria and Davis. The other members are 
Lucy, Jake, Hamish, Shanice, and Christian, also teaming up with 
the primary school captains Jayden and Heidi.  

At the end of last term, the SLT planned, cooked and served a suc-
cessful sausage sizzle fundraiser for the student body. Their apt 
leadership skills were on display for all to see. Their efforts, with the 
support of our school community, raised $400 to be donated to Mari-
onLIFE.  
 

We are so thankful for a school that gets behind local organisations, 
as serving the wider community of Marion is an important part of 
expressing the love of Jesus in very practical ways. 
 

Brett Western  

The Grade 7s spent three weeks (nine lessons) of Home Econom-
ics cooking a range of biscuits that were given to the primary school 
students who attended the Teddy Bears’ Picnic held on the 
Wednesday of the final week of term.  

Not Just Cooking 

In Term 1, the Grade 7s and the Grade 9s had the opportunity to 
cater for special events and, in the process, learn that cooking often 
provides an opportunity to serve others. 

The catering experience of the Grade 9s was more challenging. They 
provided desserts for the teachers during their Parent Teacher Inter-
views on Tuesday evening of the final week.  
 

They learned a few additional skills along the way, like how to suc-
cessfully roll out dough, shape it and decorate it. Food is experi-
enced first by sight, then by smell and finally by taste, therefore 
presentation is an essential part of food preparation.  It can be seen 
below how much the students enjoyed mixing colours and using 
different toppings to engage the eye. 



 

 

They practiced a few different desserts during the last few weeks 
of term and then offered the teachers a choice of four different 
desserts, two cold and two hot - chocolate mousse, mango 
mousse, sticky toffee pudding and apple crumble.  
 
During the final Tuesday Home Economics lessons, they cooked 
the desserts before returning to school in the evening to heat and 
plate up. Their service was greatly appreciated by the staff. 
 
Cheryl Keay 

It is, of course, a short and uncomplicated journey from opinion to 
mere argument, but honing the skills to create an interesting, logical 
and well-formed piece of persuasive writing takes a little more time. 

The Year 7s enjoyed the opportunity to express their personality and 
sense of humour in bringing their opinions to life. They were able to 
choose from a smorgasbord of “moots” to respond to. What follows are  
a few excerpts taken from some of their essays. 

In response to the moot That petrol-driven cars are inferior to electric 
cars, Christopher was able to capture, in this first part of his introduc-
tion, his enthusiasm for the former and disdain for the latter. 

Raiding and Pillaging, but only with Dice 

There are a great many educational opportunities that offer them-
selves with boardgames. 

In the last week of Term 1, the Year 8 HASS class had the oppor-
tunity to engage with a Viking-themed boardgame, Fire & Axe, as 
a culmination to our unit on those famous Scandinavians. There 
were several copies of the game available so that all could play. 

Being Persuasive—Arguing With Style 

It has been great to explore the formal use of the English language 

with our Year 7s, who are certainly keen to express an instant opinion. 

Don't you love the bang, bang, bang of an R34 or the speed of a 

Devel Sixteen? What about the supercharger on a Dodge De-

mon? Well, that's why you don't buy these industrial shaving 

machines. 

 The blue longship has sailed up the Seine to Paris. 
 Does it come to trade … or to raid? 
 

In any game with a map and place names, participants find them-
selves inevitably engaging with geography and history, whether they 
are conscious of it or not. The better games also give you a chance 
to hone numeracy skills, including probability, and also enhance your 
ability to both think strategically and interact effectively with your co-
players (fellow Vikings). 

In this case, credit toward victory for each player could be achieved 
by raiding (of course), but also trading, settling and completing sa-
gas. The theme of the games was a valuable reinforcement of the 
history and geography involved. 

We look forward this year to seizing more opportunities to use games 
educationally. 

Phil Paterson  

Conclusions are also a vital part of a good persuasive essay. The 
ability to summarise your opinion efficiently and memorably is im-
portant to develop. Jaron concluded his piece, which was responding 
to the moot That basketball style is more important than basketball 
skill, with the following: 

Good persuasive writing features personality, which sometimes entails 
sharing from one’s own family experience. 

To protect the family member alluded to, the identity of this writer will 
remain anonymous. In response to the moot That school hours should 
be reduced, part of this student’s argument from the middle para-
graphs included the following: 

...the last  me I asked my father for help I did not understand a 
word coming out of his mouth. Since that incident I have never 
asked him to help me with homework again. 

Wearing Jordan 1s and a Supreme Louis Vui on hoodie doesn't 

make you be er than Michael Jordan. It will make you the 

most popular kid, but it won't make you any be er at basket-

ball.   

It was great to see the students rise to the challenge of forming a 
logical argument and crafting a short essay. There was great enjoy-
ment for me in reading and marking their opinions. 

Phil Paterson 

TCC Marion Middle School Camp—Week 7 

Planning with certainty for camps this year has been difficult, but we 
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This is a reminder that information about how to initiate 
access to SEQTA Engage was sent out to parents in 
Term 1, but if you have missed that, please get in contact 
with me. 

Phil Paterson 
phil.paterson@tcc.sa.edu.au 

Important Dates 
 
 
 

Tuesday, May 10 - Friday, May 21 
    NAPLAN (Y7 and 9) 
 
Tuesday, May 10 
    TCC Marion Cross Country 
 
Friday, May 27 
    Health & Wellbeing Day 
 
Thursday June 9 
    SACSA 7/8 Basketball 
 
Friday June 10 
    Student Non-Attendance Day 
 
Monday June 13 
    Queen’s Birthday Holiday 
 
Tuesday June 14 -  Friday, June 17 
    MS Camp - Douglas Scrub - 
    Fleurieu Peninsular 
 
Wednesday, June 22 - Friday June 
24 
    SACSA 7/8 and 9 Volleyball 
 
Thursday, July 7 -  Friday, July 8 
    Middle School Semester 1  
    Exams (Years 8 and 9) 

are pleased to be able to confirm our middle school camp will go ahead in Week 7 this term at a num-
ber of locations on the Fleurieu Peninsular, and based at Douglas Scrub. 
Our master plan, when unencumbered by COVID, has been to develop a 3 year rotation of camps for 
our middle school that will take in a range of geographical locations within South Australia, and a varie-
ty of experiences. Ideally this will include being some distance from Adelaide, with locations such as 
the Flinders Ranges, Yorke Peninsular, the Murray River and the upper South East being within our 
orbit of possibilities. They offer us a variety of land, river and beach environs and activities. 

This year, with restrictions easing but COVID still a reali-
ty, we are minimising the distance that a COVID case on 
camp would need to travel home.  
We will be able to enjoy the activities, such as mountain-
biking and orienteering, initially planned for our Melrose 
camp. 
We are looking forward to a great time. 
Phil Paterson  


