
 

 

 

The Next Part of the Journey  

Secondary Decisions and Pathways 
Wednesday, June 9 

Dear Parents, 

As teachers who are also parents, we know how important educational decisions are. 

We are grateful for the trust you have placed in us to this point of your child’s educational journey. We are hopeful that you 
are keen to continue that relationship, and we believe the opportunity for choice at the point of transition from Sunrise Year 
6 to Temple secondary is excellent.  

We would love to take the opportunity to explore this choice with you. 

In brief, a Temple secondary education can begin at Year 7 at either our Mile End campus or our Marion campus. These 
experiences will share the strengths of Temple’s emphases on faith, character, academic rigour and optimisation of each 
child’s post-secondary pathways, and both experiences will also benefit from the extensive resources, including personnel, 
of a large, successful, inter-connected school across 3 sites. 

But there will obviously be differences. 

At the Temple Marion Middle School we have the opportunity to continue the development of a distinctive middle school 
model that will now focus on Year levels 7 through to 9, rather than going through to Year 10. 

It will enable an excellent preparation of students for their senior secondary (10 – 12) years at Mile End. 

A purely middle school focus enables structures and approaches that support students in important aspects for this age, such 
as healthy relationality, innovative and wise use of technology, cross-curricula engagement, skill enhancement in critical 
areas such as literacy, numeracy and scientific inquiry, and of course authentic modelling, exploring and living of the Christian 
faith. 

There is much more to say about all the factors that will feed into your decision for Year 7 and beyond at Temple. You will 
probably have many questions to explore. 

There will be an excellent opportunity for you to both hear and ask at our Middle School Information Night on Tuesday, June 
15 at 6:00 (light refreshments being served at 5:30). This will be held in the student resource hub at the Marion site, with Mr 
Marcel Rijken, Principal of Temple Christian College, Mr Henry Engelbrecht, Principal of Sunrise Christian School – Marion, 
and myself being present to share and respond to your questions about the Marion and Mile End pathways. 

Alternatively, if this time does not suit, I encourage you to contact me (phone, text, email) to make a time, ideally this term, 
to discuss the possibilities.  

I look forward to that conversation. 

Blessings, 

 

 

Phil Paterson  
Assistant Principal, Temple Marion Middle School 
phil.paterson@tcc.sa.edu.au 
0422 816 951 
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